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[bookmark: _GoBack]People Training for Good Dogs offers an immersion program designed to teach everyone in the family.  Dogs are very similar to horses in that if you can ride it doesn't mean that anyone else can do so.  Therefore family participation is very important for everyone living with, caring and handling the dog.

The basic lesson package consists of 10 lessons and begins with private sessions.  Upon completion of the private sessions, you will be folded into an on-going group lesson where you will be able to apply what you are learning into as true to life situations as possible.  This is very different from traditional dog training programs that only teach you how to have your dog perform a few commands (sit, stay, down, come and heel) within a hermetically sealed environment.  You can expect dogs to run through the class and people to filter in and out of my lesson space providing distractions that you have to learn how to contend with-just like in real life.  All life is a distraction so being able to handle your dog in any situation that arises is key.  Many people complete a dog training class but can’t handle their dog during encounters with people or other animals they encounter in their neighborhoods, can’t successfully call their dog when it is off leash nor can they cope when people come to their door etc.

There are three private lessons with the first lasting about 2 hours.  I feel students need individual attention when learning new skills so we begin one on one.  During that first lesson I will go over dogs, people, our objectives and the tools we will be using to achieve our goals. I also have three personal dogs that I refer to as "schooling dogs" that you will work with so you can practice with them and get the feel of how it should be.  Then you will be asked to try it with your own dog.  The third lesson includes a mock group lesson so that you will know what to expect when you begin the group phase of the program.  Following your private sessions there are 7 group lessons.  During the group portion of the program everyone in a family will have a dog to work with.  The animals used in group will mainly be my schooling dogs or dogs that I am boarding who have gone through the program and that I feel are a good fit for class.  You will then switch off so that everyone has time with their own dog but no one stands on the sidelines and watches.  Dog handling is something that can't be learned without active participation.  

I will also end your first private session by teaching a foundational exercise that forms and strengthens the dog/owner relationship.  Everything else is built upon this crucial relationship.   As the former animal officer for Falmouth I also include a module on safety and liability protection to help you avoid some of the common problems I have seen dog owners encounter that are never discussed nor preventatives taught in traditional dog training classes.  My instruction promotes the use of a balance of positive and negative just like in life.  The end goal is to be able to use vocal feedback to handle your dog.  There is no such thing as "positive only" nor should anything be “negative only”.  I do go over all of that in the first lesson so you will understand the normal state in which learning takes place vs. some artificial world where there are no consequences to bad actions.  It is important for dogs to integrate cause and effect for the actions they are taking so, the dog is fully participatory.  The methodology I use also models what dogs already understand.  The challenge then is teaching owners to learn “dog” so that you can communicate effectively and work with your pet and not be at odds with him or her.
 
My hope is that ultimately you will achieve total vocal control of your dog where you will be communicating properly with him or her any commands without resorting to pulling or pushing while strangling, chocking or hanging your dog as most people inadvertently do.  I also want you to be able to properly guide your dog through any life situation.

There are 10 lessons in the basic package (3 private lessons for a total of 4 hours of private instruction and 7 hours of group lessons). This includes a leather training leash designed specifically for class objectives and the People Training for Good Dogs’ book.

The cost for this basic program is $350.00.  It is $25.00 for each additional person for the entire program.  (Payment plans are available if needed.)

After the 10 classes are completed I do have an advanced intensive class held once per month where we take what we have learned into the woods, downtown, the bike path etc.  to ensure that you are prepared to handle any life situation.  The cost for the advanced program is $150/person for 6 months (save $30) or $30 per session.  $225 for a couple for 6 months or $50 per couple.  These intensive will also have guests presenters as available who will bring you veterinary, acupuncture and grooming services and information.
You may also choose to continue beginner group lessons.  The cost to participate is $5 per person/class.  You can join in the class or I can also give you other challenges to work on during the beginner class.

I also have an agility club that operates in the spring/summer if there is enough interest.

There is also a lot of support available in my classes and students often will walk with me as a group on Sundays to learn from each other and build confidence.  We also like dogs and being with others who like dogs too.

My other services include day and extended stay care.  I can explain my services and give you a tour during the first lesson.

Give me a call if you are interested in setting up an appointment for your first private session.  I currently have openings on the weekend or late in the afternoon during the weekdays.  

However I don't check my email on a daily basis so it is best to call me at 508-563-3886.

Thanks for your inquiry.
 
Contact Information
Melissa Berryman, Owner/Instructor
(508) 563-3886
41 Twin Oaks Dr.
East Falmouth, MA. 02536
Email - ptfgd@hotmail.com

Directions:
41 Twin Oaks Dr.  Off of Spectacle Pond Rd and Sam Turner.
I'm the 3rd house on the left.  #41 is on the green mailbox.  I have a corner lot.  Instruction and dog care takes place in the BACKYARD.  Drive around the house to the back and pull into the parking lot at the power lines.  There is a red flag hanging that marks the door.  Come on into that inner gated area and wait.  I will meet you out there.

image1.jpeg
don't teach

MELISSA
BERR AN




